English IV 





Name:______________________________
Medieval Period



             Date:_______________________________
Mark Steele’s Chaucer

 1)  Chaucer is known as the Father of what?

2)  Chaucer’s tales were the first recognizable written accounts of what aspects of England?

3)  Before Chaucer, what were the chances of someone moving up in social/economic status?  

4)  What was changing during Chaucer’s father life that changed this, and what was Chaucer’s father’s occupation?
5)  How was the reputation of the Catholic Church changing at this time with the common people?

6)  What would be one of the biggest events on the social order during Chaucer’s time, and what caused it?

7)  What would this cause Christians to question?

8)  What was a consequence of the biggest event?

9)  How did this effect the peasantry and the ranks of the nobility?

10)  What was Chaucer’s first job and with whom?

11)  What was another side to Chaucer’s job?

12)  What happened to Chaucer during this time?

13)  In 1363 what did the Royal Court do that benefitted Chaucer?
14)  What next gave Chaucer another step up in English society?

15)  How was the language changing during the time between the Norman conquest and Chaucer’s time, and what was it called?

16)  What promotion did Chaucer receive in 1370, and what was one of its benefits?
17)  With whom did Chaucer become friends?

18)  Where did this friend send Chaucer, and while there, what did Chaucer probably read?

19)  What two elements in Italian literature did Dante establish?

20)  What was the point of Chaucer copying Dante’s ideas for English literature?
21)  In 1374, what did John of Gaunt give Chaucer and what was the occupation with it?
22)  Why did John probably do this?

23)  How did the nobility try to take back their power over the peasantry during this time?

24)  What else did the nobility enact to try to keep the peasantry down?

25)  How did the peasantry react?

26)  What was the demand of the peasants when they met with the king?

27)  What was the end result of this revolt?
28)  What was Chaucer’s next job?

29)  What did Chaucer begin writing at this time?

30)  What was the reputation of pilgrims?

31)  What was the most popular destination in England?

32)  What had initially happened there and afterwards that caused this to be a popular pilgrimage?

33)  What was original style Chaucer used to write The Canterbury Tales?

34)  What is the rhythm of this style?

35)  What is the opening of The Canterbury Tales?
36)  What does the order of the tales indicate?

37)  How is it that Chaucer is able to point the flaws of society without taking sides?

38)  Who was one character that Chaucer showed most positively?

39)  What the most controversial issue in The Canterbury Tales?

40)  Which character did Chaucer use to explore this issue, and how did this character break with the current society’s rules?
41)  According to this character, where is true nobility found?
42)  What was Chaucer’s unusual goal for this time in writing The Canterbury Tales?

43)  Who was Chaucer’s primary audience, and how did he reach them?

44)  What may have happened to Chaucer in the end?
45)  How did Chaucer upset some people?

46)  What were the changes Chaucer captured in his writing?

