
Senior Vocabulary 3.1
1. 


2. 


3. 

   4. 


5. 


admonitory

cacophonous
desultory
   discordant
egalitarian
Context passage:


The democracy of the United States has served us well.  We are an egalitarian nation whose very declaration hinges on the principles of freedom and equality for all.  Because of this clause demanding freedom, we often find ourselves at odds with less democratic nations.  When nations have infringed upon the rights of others, we have taken an admonitory tone, and even restricted trade until the country attempts to right its wrongs.  Of course this hard line often results in discordant and tense words exchanged with other countries.  In response, citizens of these counties often gather in the street shouting and yelling with cacophonous chants against the U.S.  While this tends to harm international relations, the desultory nature of politics allows politicians to quickly change topics, thereby shifting the argument around to something less volatile.
Fill-ins:

Use the context clues in the passage above to complete the sentences below with the correct word.

1. The 



 squawk of the birds in the pet store created chaos for the surrounding animals.
2. The couple was not able to resolve its conflict and soon became 


toward one another.
3. The officer’s 



 speech, though long winded, was preferential to a ticket.
4. The society depicted in 1984 is opposite of what our 



 democracy represents.
5. The students frequently tried to take advantage of the teacher’s 



 tendencies by asking questions intentionally off topic.

Matching:

Match each word with the best definition.

_____ 1. admonitory

a. disagreeing and conflicting 
_____ 2. cacophonous

b. wander from one thing to another
_____ 3. desultory

c. belief that all are equal 
_____ 4. discordant

d. harsh sound 
_____ 5. egalitarian

e. give a warning
