
Senior Vocabulary 2.3
11. 


12. 


     13. 
   
14. 


15. 

preclude

ameliorate
  
     maim
   
cynic
 

benevolent
Context passage:


Angelina’s 18th birthday party had been planned for months.  Everything was set up in the backyard when chaos hit.  An out of control car careened down the street and ran right into the fire hydrant.  This would have been bad enough, but the damaged fire hydrant began immediately shooting a geyser of water into the air and all over the birthday preparations. The water managed to preclude the outdoor birthday festivities.  Angelina’s mother attempted to ameliorate the situation by quickly moving to prepare the living room for the party.  To which Angelina’s brother, the cynic, said, “Oh, sure all 30 guests are going to pack in there!”  The excitement was shattered.  The party was much like the soggy ball of maimed tissue paper which had once been a piñata.  At this moment, the driver of the vehicle approached and announced that he was the owner of the local laser tag amusement center and would gladly offer its use for Angelina’s party at no charge.  This benevolent gesture was greeted with shock and gratitude.
Fill-ins:

Use the context clues in the passage above to complete the sentences below with the correct word.

1. With better use of resources and more staff, the youth center hoped to 



 the services it was able to offer teens.
2. My grandmother was a truly 


 woman who volunteered her time to care for others.
3. Always a 



, Paul announced that the glass was clearly half empty.
4. The annual Running of the Bulls in Pamplona, Spain is an exciting event, but every year the bulls 

manage to 


 many of the runners and even cause occasional deaths.
5. The graduation will be held outdoors unless it rains which will 


 all outdoor events and force us into the auditorium. 
Matching:

Match each word with the best definition.

_____ 1. preclude

a. seriously damage or disfigure 

_____ 2. ameliorate

b. to rule out in advance   
_____ 3. maim

c. faultfinding critic
_____ 4. cynic


d. charitable and kind
_____ 5. benevolent

e. improve, relieve
