
Senior Vocabulary 1.2
6. 


7. 


8. 

   
  9. 


10. 

retort


commiserate
diatribe
  
  mollify
 
quiescent
Context passage:


His boss went crazy over the terrible redecorating job.  He complained about the paint and the furniture and proceeded through a long diatribe on the failings of the office.  The office manager wanted to offer a quick and inappropriate retort, but correctly gauging the mood of the boss, held his tongue.  The secretary was in tears, and though the other offices tried to commiserate, they were secretly glad that their office décor hadn’t been torn apart.  The office spent the rest of the day in a quiescent mood unable to decide what action to take to fix the problems.  Even the attempts of the office manager to mollify the low spirits with a surprise box of cookies failed to ease the hurt feelings. 
Fill-ins:

Use the context clues in the passage above to complete the sentences below with the correct word.

1. I called to 



 with my friend when I found out she hadn’t made the team.

2. In order to 




 the toddler’s tantrum, the babysitter resorted to candy.
3. Most summer afternoons he found himself nestled into a semi-conscious 


 period in which he zoned in and out of thought.
4. She replied with a rapid well stated 



 that broke the tension and left everyone laughing.
5. He shuttered when his father launched into a 


 detailing his lack of responsibility over the totaled car.
Matching:

Match each word with the best definition.

_____ 1. retort


a. to feel or express sympathy  
_____ 2. commiserate

b. inactive or tranquil
_____ 3. diatribe

c. to soothe the intensity of one’s temper
_____ 4. mollify

d. bitter and abusive criticism 

_____ 5. quiescent

e. a quick, witty reply, a comeback
