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Guiding Questions
Unit 2 Introduction  Part 2 (pages 232-236)
1) What are the four cultural areas other than literature that exploded during the Elizabethan Age in England?
2) What were the four major areas of literature written during this time period?

3) What did the literature allow writers to do safely?

4) What type of poetry did Elizabethan poets favor, and what specific format did they perfect?

5) What is a sonnet cycle?

6) What are the main two characteristics of a sonnet?

7) Who wrote one of the first sonnet cycles, and what was its name?

8) Who was the poet that wrote intricate verse filled with rich imagery?
9) What was unique about his sonnet cycle, and what was its name?

10) What two things did Shakespeare change in the Italian (Petrarchan) sonnet?
11) What is his version called?

12) What is the format of the Italian sonnet?

13) What is the format of the English sonnet?

14) What did Marlowe help to popularize, and what did it idealize?

15) What poem did Marlowe write that prompted Sir Walter Raleigh to write one in response?

16) What was the title of Raleigh’s response?

17) From where did Elizabethan dramatists draw their inspiration and stories?
18) What two forms of drama did they reintroduce?

19) Who was the first major Elizabethan dramatist, what were two of his most well-known plays, and why did he not end up rivaling Shakespeare for the title of being England’s greatest playwright?
20) By what year was Shakespeare a popular playwright in London, and where was his plays performed?

21) Where were Shakespeare’s plays performed starting in 1599?

22) How many plays did Shakespeare write?

23) What are the four main categories in which he wrote?

24) What two elements of Shakespeare’s plays make them timeless?

25) What is Ben Jonson’s famous quote concerning Shakespeare?

26) What play was probably Shakespeare’s last?

27) Shakespeare equates life with _________________________________, at the same 

time suggesting the ______________________________quality of ________________.

28) In what language did most scholars writing in prose use during this time?

29) When the scholars did write in prose, what two things made their writing difficult to read?

30) What was one of the earliest works of English literary criticism, and who wrote it?

31) What did Thomas Nashe write, and of what was it a forerunner?

32) What did Sir Walter Raleigh write while imprisoned in the Tower of London?

33) Who was the leading prose writer of the English Renaissance?
34) What was his greatest work, and what was it subject?

35) What was the most monumental prose achievement of the English Renaissance that is among the most widely quoted and influential works of the English language?

36) How many scholars labored for how long on this work?

37) What two items is the literary standard against which all English literature is judged on down to the present day?

38) One neglected aspect of Shakespeare is that he made up what?

39) Approximately how many of them did he make up, and what is the percentage?

40) Out of the list of words given that Shakespeare invented, give one that you use on a daily basis.

